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From the Principal 

Mark Deblois 
 

Some Final Thoughtsé 
It is startling to me to be sitting and writing my 

final newsletter piece for the 2007-08 school year.  

The year has been a great one at NCS in so many 

ways that it gives me pause to reflect on some of 

the less noticeable highlights: 

  

I have before me the results of two major 

assessments, marking student progress in both 

reading and mathematics, the Developmental 

Reading Assessment (gr. K-2) and the NWEA 

(gr.3-8) and I am thrilled at the level of student 

growth documented by these results.  Beginning 

with our Early Literacy Intervention Team (K-4) 

that is now completing the second year of operation 

and the 5-8 Literacy Block just finishing its initial 

year, NCS students have been receiving carefully 

designed, level-appropriate literacy instruction in 

small groups and the results are clear.  NCS 

students are reaching higher levels of proficiency 

faster than ever before.  The Everyday Math 

Program, implemented here beginning in the 2006-

07 school year, is having the desired effect as 

studentsô levels of mathematics conceptual 

understanding and numerical proficiency is steadily 

growing.  All parents of students in grades 3-8 will 

be receiving at the close of the year a 2007-08 

NWEA progress chart for their child.  This form 

will hopefully demonstrate the level of individual 

growth as well as point out to parents the areas of 

strengths and weaknesses prevalent in their childôs 

reading and mathematics skill sets.  While we will 

never rely solely on any assessment result, I still am 

proud of the efforts of students and staff to work 

diligently toward ever increasing prowess in the 

areas of reading and mathematics.  Look for that 

NWEA report and the close of school. 

One goal I have had since starting at this school is 

to establish an environment that is both welcoming 

to parents and the community as well as being safe 

for all students. We continue to take direct action to 

confront bullying in the school and we pledge to 

confront every reported incident we receive.  This 

school has a staff that respects each other and 

demonstrates respect towards students as well.  

 

NCS hosts programs that connect the school to 

Spectrum Generations, the Maine Lakes 

Conservancy and the Damariscotta River 

Association.  We are involved in an exciting spoken 

history project with the Nobleboro Historical 

Society and we support the annual Applefest 

program. Over the course of the past year this 

school has hosted sports events, concerts, the 

annual town meeting, Nobleboro Nonsense and a 

rousing original musical review.  NCS remains at 

the center of this community and will continue to 

expand the ways in which we serve the 

communityôs interests and needs. No one really 

knows what will happen with all the stateôs 

mandates around school consolidation (stay tuned 

through the summer!) but it is my belief that NCS 

will remain strong and true to its mission to its 

students and community.  As gas prices rise beyond 

anyoneôs imagination and the refocusing of 

community becomes more evident, I encourage all 

adults to look to the multitude of ways in which any 

individual can support and grow the mission of the 

school.  The potential of what we have here at this 

school can be enhanced tremendously through the 

efforts of volunteers and committed adults and you 

neednôt drive far at all to participate. 

 

Finally, keep your children academically active 

during the summer. Budget cuts eliminated our 

summer school program so it remains in parentsô 

hands to keep an appropriate focus on school-

related skills.  Our Nobleboro Reads! summer 
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reading incentive program encourages all NCS 

students to set a goal for reading during vacation 

and our NPTO will reward all who complete their 

goal.  This reading challenge extends to parents and 

community members as well!  No single academic 

skill can surpass reading proficiency in supporting 

long term academic and school success.  Please join 

your student(s) in enjoying a tremendous summer 

of reading and fun and help maintain these skills 

they have worked so hard to increase.  Again, it has 

been a great school year and I see only a 

continuance of that next year.  I wish you all a safe 

and engaging summer and look forward to the 

2008-09 school year at NCS. 

 
Friday, June 20th, the cafeteria will 

be offering a bag lunch. 

 
P.B. & J, fruit, veggie, drink, cookie & yogurt.  

Please notify us  by June 18th  if your 

child needs lunch on Friday .  
 

Artist s of the Week: 
are May and Dylan in grade 8.  May received this award 
for consistent, focused work and a positive attitude.  
Dylan received this award for improved focus and 
performance in Art Class.  May, Dylan and their 
classmates finished up the year in art with a design 
project utilizing positive and negative space.  The results 
are dazzling. 

 

 

 

Reading proficiency is the cornerstone of a 
great education!   

 
10 reasons to become a 
Nobleboro Reads! 
enthusiast this year. 

 
 

 

1. Reading helps you become an interesting person. 

2. Reading helps you learn how to write correctly. (Get good 

grades, make your grandmother happy when she reads your 

well-written thank-you notes, and impress your future boss.)  

3. Reading develops your imagination. (Write terrific stories for 

school, cook up funny ideas for friends, and maybe even earn 

big bucks writing screen plays for Hollywood!)  

4. Reading entertains you. (No more long boring car rides, waits 

in the dentist's office, or too-long summer vacations when you 

can't think of anything to do.)  

5. Reading teaches you about things unfamiliar to you. (Write 

A+ reports for school, impress your friends, and earn big 

prizes on TV game shows!)  

6. Reading takes you to places you've never visited. (Read 

about actors on Broadway, bullfighters in Spain, and 

astronauts in space.)  

7. Reading takes you to times you've never experienced. 

(Spend a week in Colonial times, or experience the burial 

ceremony of an Egyptian king, or learn what life was like 

when William Shakespeare was writing Romeo and Juliet.)  

8. Reading introduces you to people you've never met. (Find out 

how the Amish live, or how a fireman in New York City 

spends his day, or what an NFL football player's practice is 

like.)  

9. Reading introduces you to new ideas. (Learn about the 

beliefs of the world's religions, why some physicists believe 

that time is circular instead of linear, and how scientists 

speculate that our thoughts can influence the outcome of 

experiments.)  

10. Reading is FUN! (Laugh out loud! Gasp in disbelief! Feel your 

heart beating in suspense!)  

(from �&�D�U�R�O���*�R�U�P�D�Q�¶�V���7�R�S���7�H�Q���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���W�R���5�H�D�G�����5�H�D�G�����5�H�D�G����
http://www.carolgorman.com/tenreasons.html) 

 

06/17 12:30 pm K & Gr. 1 Play 
06/17 6:30 p.m.  Academic Recognition 
06/19  7:00 p.m.  8th Grade Celebration 
06/20  8:30 a.m. NCS Talent Show 
06/20  11:oo a.m. Last day of School 

NCS June Family Calendar 


